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Esther 2: 1-14
1After these things, when the anger of King Ahasuerus had abated, he 
remembered Vashti and what she had done and what had been decreed 

against her. 2Then the king’s young men who attended him said, "Let 
beautiful young virgins be sought out for the king. 3And let the king 
appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom to gather all the 
beautiful young virgins to the harem in Susa the capital, under custody of 
Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the women. Let their 
cosmetics be given them. 4And let the young woman who pleases the king 
be queen instead of Vashti." This pleased the king, and he did so.
 5Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name was Mordecai, the 
son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish, a Benjaminite, 6who had been 
carried away from Jerusalem among the captives carried away with 
Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had 
carried away. 7He was bringing up Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter 
of his uncle, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman had 
a beautiful figure and was lovely to look at, and when her father and her 
mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter. 8So when the king’s 
order and his edict were proclaimed, and when many young women were 
gathered in Susa the citadel in custody of Hegai, Esther also was taken 
into the king’s palace and put in custody of Hegai, who had charge of the 
women. 9And the young woman pleased him and won his favor. And he 
quickly provided her with her cosmetics and her portion of food, and with 
seven chosen young women from the king’s palace, and advanced her and 
her young women to the best place in the harem. 10 Esther had not made 
known her people or kindred, for Mordecai had commanded her not to 
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make it known. 11And every day Mordecai walked in front of the 
court of the harem to learn how Esther was and what was 
happening to her.
 12Now when the turn came for each young woman to go in to 
King Ahasuerus, after being twelve months under the regulations 
for the women, since this was the regular period of their 
beautifying, six months with oil of myrrh and six months with 
spices and ointments for women— 13when the young woman went 
in to the king in this way, she was given whatever she desired to 
take with her from the harem to the king’s palace. 14In the evening 
she would go in, and in the morning she would return to the second 
harem in custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch, who was in 

charge of the concubines. She would not go in to the king again, unless the 
king delighted in her and she was summoned by name.

It was one of those extreme makeover shows. A young woman wanted to 
become a model. The producers of the show were determined to help 
her. They introduced her to a modeling agent. The first thing the modeling 
agent did was take her to a hair stylist. The young woman cried when the 
stylist explained what he wanted to do with her hair.  After the stylist was 
done with her hair, she told him she did not like it.  Then, the modeling 
agent took her to a studio where they teach models to walk. She was 
offended that the agent thought she didn’t know how to walk properly. 
Then, the modeling agent showed her some things about clothes, 
accessories, makeup, and how to talk to people in public. 

At one point, the young woman phoned her mother to complain: “Mom, I 
don’t know if I can do this. They don’t like me. They’re trying to make me 
into somebody else.” When she said the same thing to the modeling 
agent, he said to her, “You’re exactly right. We are trying to make you into 
somebody else. You were not a model. We’re trying to make you into 
one.” 

Oh, the drama of it all. Most of us probably don’t watch that kind of 
show. It’s supposed to be reality television. We have our doubts about 
that, but if that’s reality, that’s scary. How could the young woman not 
know what would be involved? 
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On the other hand, do we know what the Lord’s makeover of us 
involves? 

In the Bible, our makeover is spoken of in this way:  Be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.(Romans 12:2) Offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice.(Romans 12:2) We are being 
transformed into Christ’s likeness.(2Corinthians 3:18) This is your 
spiritual act of worship.(Romans 12:1) It is no longer I who live 
but Christ who lives in me.(Galatians 2:20) Until Christ be formed 
in you.(Galatians 4:19) 

You know what? These verses say that the Lord is trying to make you 
and me into somebody else.  He is trying to mold each of us into Jesus 
Christ.

Then, we will not think that life is all about us. We will not think of 
ourselves first. We will not believe the words “you only live once” and so 
we will not live for this life only by attempting to get as much out it for 
ourselves as possible. We will not have evil thoughts about our enemies 
or those who’ve done us wrong or see to it they get what they deserve. 
We will not try to be in control of our lives or insist on living the good 
life even if we have worked hard for it.  We will not put ourselves first.  
We will not be self-righteous or bitter.  We will pray and sacrifice. We will 
not think God exists to please us.  We will not pray as if God exists to 
please us.  We will not live as if God exists to please us. But we will think, 
pray, and live as those who exist to please the King.

Esther’s makeover was all about pleasing the king. In the account of 
Hadassah, or Esther, a number of young women from throughout the 
Persian Empire were brought together as candidates for queen. Each was 
selected for her beauty.  Of Esther it was said she was lovely in form and 
features. In spite of their beauty, these women received one extreme 
makeover. It involved six months of myrrh treatments.  Which meant a lot 
of soaking in oil of myrrh.  So that it would virtually ooze from one’s 
pores.  And as if that wasn’t enough, what followed was six more months 
of perfumes and cosmetics.  
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After all of that, after those twelve months, do you think anyone 
who had known them before would still recognize them?  No.  
The idea was to make each one of them into somebody else.  To 
make each of those young women into the kind of woman that 
would please the king.  On the one night that each would spend 
with the king. And, according to the account, Esther did please the 
king. And he chose her as his queen. 

Esther’s makeover to please the king tells us a lot about our own 
makeover – it’s to please THE King.

Esther pleased the king of Persia. Only, Esther had another King in 
her life, the King of the Universe. The God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob. Our God. But she lived at a time when it was extremely difficult to 
remain loyal to that King. Her people were not free but lived as vassals of 
the Persian king. She had kept it hidden that she was an Israelite, even 
though she was the queen. But if ever there was a time when God needed 
someone to remain publicly loyal to Him, it was Esther at that moment. 
The entire people of Israel, every Israelite man, woman, and child 
throughout the Persian Empire was to be killed by edict of the Persian 
king. Was made over Esther going to keep her faith hidden? And give in to 
a world that is constantly trying to make us over into its image? 

It is a world that tells us we have to please ourselves. It’s all about you. 
The only way you’ll ever be happy is by putting your needs first: a spouse 
who makes you happy, coworkers who ask your opinion, traffic lights that 
help you, weather that suits you, a government that serves you. It’s a 
world whose only answer for the evil and pointless suffering in the world 
is to tell you to just be a decent person. Just keeping being the decent 
person you are. You don’t need to be a hero. Bad habits? Don’t worry. You 
don’t need to change. Just make yourself happy. It’s all about you. And 
there’s a part of us that wants to believe that lie. 

However, the Lord in His mercy wouldn’t let us go on thinking that it’s all 
about us. Because “if it’s all about us, then it’s all up to us” (Max Lucado). 
The Lord did what never would have happened if it was all up to us. He 
started one extreme makeover on this universe. Regarding evil and the 

Page 4



pointless suffering on this earth and death that ultimately defeats 
all of us, He is making all things new.    

For that He sent His Son, Jesus, who received His own beauty 
treatments. Jesus allowed a woman to anoint His feet with myrrh 
when He dined at the home of Simon the Pharisee. He allowed 
Mary the sister of Martha to anoint His head with oil of pure nard 
when He dined at their home. And when He died, Nicodemus 
anointed Jesus’ body with myrrh and aloes. He received those 
beauty treatments not to prepare Him to spend one night with the 
king. But to prepare His body for a death and a grave that if it was 
all up to us we could not defeat. So that by His holy death for us 

and His defeat of the grave for us we will one day be made new. To 
spend far more than one night with the King. In a heavens and earth that 
shall be made new.

Even now He is making us new, making us over, molding you into Jesus 
Christ, until Christ be formed in you. It is such mercy that will enable us 
to please the King.  As in the case of Esther.  What made Esther think that 
of all the times her people had been deported, enslaved, or mass 
murdered, that this time was going to be any different? What made her 
think God would help? If it was all up to her to save her people, then it 
was all about her. Something, though, that Mordecai said stuck with her: 
for such a time as this. 

Could it be, she asked herself, that I am queen not by accident? I’m not 
alone in this. It’s not all up to me. I am a part of God’s plan to have mercy 
on His people, Israel. Then, Esther, in view of God’s mercy, did what would 
please THE King. 

She did what a hero would do. In view of God’s mercy, so will you and I

Amen
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